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Kl Responsive to communication(s) filed on Oct 3, 2000 . 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 



A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 1_ month(s) f or thirty days, whichever 

is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 



1. 



Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 



This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 1 3. 1 . 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.499, applicant is required, in response to this action, to elect 
a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, claim(s) 1-17, drawn to methods for typing HA-1 alleles using nucleic acid based 
methods and to nucleotide sequences involved in the method. 

Group II . claim(s) 18-19, drawn to methods of typing HA- 1 alleles using antibody based 
methods. 

2. The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single general inventive concept 
under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special 
technical features for the following reasons: The inventions of groups I and II are drawn to 
different products having different structures and functions. The nucleic acid of group I is 
composed of deoxyribonucleotides linked by phosphodiester bonds and assumes the form of a 
double helix. While the antibody of group II is composed of amino acids linked by peptide 
bonds. Furthermore, antibodies are glycosylated and their tertiary structure is unique, where four 
subunits (2 light chains and 2 heavy chains) associate via disulfide bonds into a Y-shaped 
symmetric dimer. The products of groups I and II can be used in materially different processes, 
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for example the DNA of group I can be used in hybridization assays, while the antibody of group 
II can be used in immunoassays. Consequently, the reagents, reaction conditions, and reaction 
parameters required to make or use each invention are different. 



election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 
CFR 1.143). 



should be directed to examiner Jehanne Souaya whose telephone number is (703)308-6565. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 7:30 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Gary Jones, can be reached on (703) 308-1 152. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 
305-3014. 

Any inquiry of a general nature should be directed to the Group receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 9 p ^ (\ 



3. 



A telephone call was made to Robert Katz on November 30, 2000 to request an oral 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
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